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proceed at the beginning of the autumn to Shirvan, in order to exact
retribution from the Lazgis for the killing of Ibrahim Khan, The Abdali
chief was to advance against the Lazgis as soon as the winter snows on
the mountains blocked their way of escape into Avaria. Nadir's brother-
in-law, Path 'AH Khan and 15,000 men of the Khurasan army were to
proceed with 'Abdu'l-Ghani to Shirvan, where they were to co-operate
with the military and civil authorities of Adharbaijan and Georgia in the
campaign.1
Soon after leaving Nadirabad, the Shah issued orders to the governors,
deputy governors, mayors and elders of Khurasan to meet him in Herat,
where he welcomed them on his arrival on the loth June. Amongst
these dignitaries was Kalb 'Ali Khan, the Beglarbegi of Merv Shahijan,
to whose retinue Muhammad Kazim had become attached.2
Nadir gave orders for his great tent to be erected in Herat. Muhammad
Kazim relates that when this tent was being pitched, a sudden gust of wind
blew it down, despite the efforts of the several thousand men whose task
it was to erect it; on the following day the same thing occurred again.8
When, at length, the tent was pitched, the peacock throne and other
treasures from India were displayed in it, and the public of Herat, the troops
and any travellers passing through the city were allowed to enter and
examine them.4
A few days after Nadir's arrival, his nephew 'Ali Quli and his grandson
Shahrukh (who was then aged six) reached Herat. On receiving 'Ali
Quli, Nadir condoled with him over the loss of his father and promised
that he would go to Daghistan and avenge his death as soon as he returned
from Turkistan.5 In honour of Shahrukh, Nadir had money struck in
the Herat mint in his name, just as, 300 years earlier, coins had been struck
there bearing that of his namesake, the third son of Timur.
After a halt of fifteen days in Herat, Nadir set out on his march to
Turkistan ; after meeting his son Rida Quli, at Qara Tappa, as related
in Chapter XVII, he proceeded in company with him to Balkh via
Maruchaq,6 Chachaktu and Andkhud. When only a few stages out from
Herat, the Shah had a fort constructed ; on someone inquiring as to the
1 T.N,, p. 216.
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• Ibid., pp. 499 and 500.
«Ibid., pp. 505 and 506; see also the T.N., p. 216 and the Baycm, foil. 37 (a)-s8 (b). 'Abdu'l-
Kaxim gives a very detailed description, of this tent, which, -was roost lavishly ornamented
with the jewels and pearls brought from Delhi. At Nadir's orders, an. imitation of the
peacock throne was made (T.N., p. 316).
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' George Thompson, a factor of the Russia Company, who, with a colleague named Reynold
Hogg, visited Khiva in the winter of 1740/1, passed through Maruchaq in September of
the latter year; he described it as " A very strong place, surrounded by a double wall,
and governed by a Mian; it has a garrison of 500 men, and is defended by several pieces
of cannon." (Hanway, Voi I, p. 354).

